
   

 

 

 

The New Year brings about resolutions for ourselves and our programs.  I wanted to take some time just to 

remind us of some of the responsibilities we have as parish catechetical leaders.  This will help our pro-

grams in each parish. 

1. Remember to implement the K-8 Religion Curriculum.  Help your catechist know what needs to 

be covered in each grade and share this with the parents and how they can help. 

2. Have a up-to-date Risk Management Booklet for your programs and share with everyone.. 

3. Give the ACRE Assessment to all in first year confirmation preparation candidates. 

4. Follow the guidelines for Safe Environment. 

5. Provide catechist formation for all your catechists and keep them up-to-date with certification. 

6. Children at the age of reason and entering the Church must receive all three sacrament of initiation. 

7. Develop catechist and a parent handbooks. 

8. Make sure your catechists and volunteers go to our website and become members so they can have all 

of the important information sent. 

9. Always pray, encourage and help your families to grow in the Lord. 

10. Storage of  all attendance records and personal information on families. 

From the Director 

Centering Prayer 

 
REMEMBER one of the re-
quirements for our programs is 
to teach centering prayer to our 
students. Are you doing this in 
your classes?  Maybe begin  
the New Year refreshing this 
with the catechists .  Doing it in 
the classes would be a good 
start. 
 
On the webpage SFOR-
REYM.ORG under ñCentering 
Prayerò you will find a variety of 
materials for you to use as 
presentations and refresher. 
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Respect All Lifeï We are all one in 

the Lord Jesus 

Many people in countries such as the United 

States celebrate Chinese New Year, also 

known as the Spring Festival or the Lunar 

New Year. It marks the first day of the New 

Year  on January 28.  Join the Archdiocese 

of San Francisco for Mass and Dinner at St. 

Mary Cathedral on  February 4th. 

 

All are invited for this beautiful liturgy and 

dinner.  Zhaip@sfarch.org  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=chinese+new+year+at+st.+mary+catehdral+sf&view=detailv2&&id=1A8FED5ECFFDAF7D0EB555DE4281DBC65DA4AC35&selectedIndex=35&ccid=ieksnl81&simid=607995004797322203&thid=OIP.M89e92c9e5f35894b6eb4b09b83da604co0
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We just completed this yearôs Annual Archdiocesan Re-

spect Life Essay Contest.  Thanks to the volunteers who 

offered their time and talents to grade the 450 essays sub-

mitted by the 40 participating archdiocesan schools, home-

schools and PSR programs.  Below is a breakdown of par-

ticipation by county and grade level: 

 

   San Francisco  San 

Mateo  Marin  Totals 

Grades 1 - 2    37     59 

  14     110 

Grades 3 - 4    21     56 

  13      90  

Grades 5 - 6    30     66 

  20     116 

Grades 7 - 8    52     54                                        

14     120 

Grades 9-12      2        1 

    5         8 

Preschool      6            0 

      0       _________ 6__ 

  Totals                                 148    236 

  66___________          450-----_ 

  

Our 28th Annual Respect Life Essay Contest focused on 

the value of human life at its end, asking students to think 

about topics concerning respect for the elderly and dying.  

Younger students wrote about what their older relatives, 

friends and neighbors have taught them in the times they 

spent together.  They were asked to reflect on how they can 

help older people by showing them the kindnesses Jesus 

would show them.  Another question focused on the Sacra-

ment of the Anointing of the Sick, and how sacramental 

graces are available in all states of life to help us on our 

journey.  Junior high students addressed redemptive suffer-

ing in the context of Jesusô suffering and how their suffer-

ings could be united to His.  High school students tackled 

the issue of assisted suicide more directly by writing about 

how something can be legal and still be wrong, and the rea-

sons assisted suicide is not a compassionate way to accom-

pany the elderly, sick and dying at the end of their lives. 

 

86 students will receive recognition in grand-prize, first-

prize and honorable-mention categories. Over 300 students 

and their families, friends, teachers and principals are ex-

pected to attend the Awards Liturgy & Reception at St. 

Mary's Cathedral at the 11:00 am Mass on Sunday, Febru-

ary 12th. Certificates will be awarded by Bishop William 

Justice after Mass at a reception in St. Francis Hall spon-

sored by the San Francisco Chapter of the Archdiocesan 

Council of Catholic Women.  Please join us if you can!   

 

We are grateful to our Catholic schools, home-schoolers 

and parish religious education programs for their continu-

ing support and participation in our Annual Archdiocesan 

Respect Life Essay Contest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Carolina Parrales, Office of Human Life and Dignity 415-
614-5570 parralesc@sfarch.org  
bit.ly/1xtuuuN  
ñBeing Neighbors in Our Common Homeò is the theme 
of the 2016-2017 Multimedia Youth Art Contest, for youth 
in grades seven through twelve. This program of the Cath-
olic Campaign for Human Development is a unique educa-
tional experience that provides schools and parishes an 
opportunity to engage the entire community in learning 
about: (1) how low-income persons themselves can effec-
tively lead efforts to address the causes of poverty in their 
communities, and (2) how all Catholics are called to act in 
support of such efforts as a result of their faith and the val-
ues of Catholic social teaching. To request a contest pack-
age by mail, please contact Carolina Parrales, see above  

Respect Life Essay Contest 

Youth Art Contest on Poverty and 
Catholic Social Teaching  
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Join in this important learning activity for Lent.  Plan now to attend! 
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Books should be completed and the sign back page sent to the OREYM Office, One Peter Yorke Way, SF  94109 c/o Sr. Celeste. 

 

If you have received awards in the past please come and support those receiving  this year. 


